


Country Profile

Nigeria

Most populous country in
Africa and 7th in the world

 appox. 190 million people

 36 States and Federal
Capital Territory

 6 Geo-political zones

Over 250 ethnic groups

 Covers 923,768 km2

Adult literacy rate: 59.6%

156 universities (approx.
universities in Africa)

(2015)
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 One of the largest youth and 
children population in the 
world
Approx. 13 million out of 
school children
Over 62% of Nigeria's 
population still live in extreme 
poverty
 Significant Implications for 
drug use and education









Highlights from the National Survey



Primary Drugs for Seeking Treatment
Cannabis 48%
Opioids 35%

Tramadol 69%
Codeine 21%

Alcohol 11%



Drug Demand Reduction Education/Capacity Building

S/N Trainings Sponsors/Coordination Year No  of 
persons 
trained

1 Treatnet 11 UNODC/Association Casa 
Famiglia Rosetta (ACFR)

2010 – 2011 374

2 Treatnet UNODC/EU Started 2014 (ongoing) >1300

3 DDR (Others) UNODC/EU Started 2014 (ongoing) >1500

4 Universal Treatment 
Curriculum (UTC)

INL/Colombo Plan Started 2017 (ongoing) 473



S/N Centre Status Persons
Trained

1 Federal Ministry of Health UTC - UTC - 272

2 Federal Neuropsychiatric 
Hospital Yaba, Lagos

UTC UPC UTC - 201 

3 Global Initiative on Substance
Abuse (GISA)

UTC UPC UPC - * 30 
(Jan., 2019)

4 Pinnacle  Medical Services UTC UPC -

5 Nasarawa State University UTC UPC URC -



Status of Academic Trainings 



Related Courses  to Addiction Studies offered in Nigerian universities

No of Universities 

S/N Courses First Degree Masters PhD

1 Medicine 40 26 22

2 Psychology 63 17 14

3 Sociology 64 32 26

4 Rehabilitation Counseling 2 - - - -

5 Guidance Counseling 45 23 19

6 Psychiatry - - 4 4

7 Psychiatric Nursing - - 2 - -

8 Social Works 10 4 4

9 Addiction Studies - - - - - -
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Drug Demand Reduction
Lead Agencies
• National Drug Law Enforcement Agency 
(NDLEA)

•Federal Ministry of Health
•National Agency for the Control of 
HIV/AIDS

•With a number of partnering 
government ministries, agencies, 
department and CSOs
•Vague reference to academia
•The role of universities in drug 
demand reduction need to be 
defined





Universities Needed on the Driver’s Seat!
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• Draft Executive Summary of Nigerian Drug Use Survey – 2017

• National Drug Control Master Plan

https://www.unodc.org/documents/nigeria/Drug-response/NDCMP_book_1706152.pdf
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• 2017 Nigerian Epidemiological Network on Drug Use (NENDU) Report
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